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I) Introduction 
 

The Nature Society (NSS) has been involved with the efforts to conserve 

Pulau Ubin since 1992 when its Bird Group conducted the first island-

wide  survey of the island’s wildlife (the birdlife  namely).  A 

conservation proposal was formulated and submitted to National Parks 

(NSS, 1992). In that proposal, it was strongly recommended that the 

island “be left as it is to cater to the increasing need for nature 

appreciation, outdoor recreation and adventure.”  NSS visualized it as 

offering “an interesting alternative to Sentosa”, which had become too 

crowded and manicured and built-up. These recommendations have been  

accepted by the government when Ubin  was put into the Singapore 

Green Plan in 1993 as a Nature Area (ENV, 1993), after which National 

Parks was assigned a large portion of the island  to manage  as an 

‘Adventure  Island’. The shelving of the development project at Chek 

Jawa on the eve of its  implementation due to the strong protest by 

members of the public, NSS and other NGOs  was a  praiseworthy 

decision on the part of the government, revealing a sensitivity to the 

green groundswell  burgeoning through the decades since the success of 

NSS in its appeal for the conservation of Sungei Buloh in the late 80s. 

 

In the updated URA Master Plan for 2013 (dated November 2013), this 

push for Ubin to be left as it is has been vindicated by the disappearance 

of  the yellow colour on the Master Plan of the island. This indicates that 

up to 2030 there will be no HDB housing and industrial development on 

the island and the abandoning or shelving of the old plan (in URA’s 

Living the Next Lap Masterplan 1993) to have an MRT line across from 

the main land to Ubin and beyond to Pulau Tekong, from there back to 

Changi, making a circuit. However, the island remains officially a 

‘Nature Area’, which is defined in the Singapore Green Plan (SGP) as an 

area that is recognized for its rich biodiversity but can still be subjected to 

development if the need for doing so arises. In this respect, it has more or 

less the same conservation status as the other URA designated ‘Nature 

Areas’.  It can be said currently to have the status of a ‘Nature Park’, not 

unlike Sungei Buloh when it was first accepted for biodiversity 

conservation in the late 80s and put under management for public access 

and benefits, but still opened  for development, until it was upgraded into 

a Nature Reserve (2002). Under the URA Master Plan 2013, Ubin is also 

classified in terms of land-use as an ‘Open Area’, like the Bukit Timah & 

the Central Catchment Nature Reserve, but unlike them its protection has 

no statutory  power insofar as degazetting it requires legislative or 

parliamentary approval.     
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The initiation by Mr Desmond Lee, (the Minister of State for the Ministry 

of National Development), at the recent ‘Ubin Conversation’ to involve 

NGOs and other stakeholders to highlight Ubin’s rich biodiversity and 

enhance interest in the attractiveness of its rural character is a gigantic 

step forward. It  resonates well with the sentiments of most visitors who 

have fallen in love with Ubin and certainly bodes well for the future of 

Ubin’s distinctiveness in contrast to the very modernised and developed 

Sentosa.       

 

II) Ecological and Biodiversity  Importance of Ubin 

 

As a response to the ‘Ubin Conversation’, NSS believes that it is about 

time that Ubin be accorded a stronger level of conservation protection, 

given the vast amount of knowledge gained  since the early 90s 

pertaining to its rich and very impressive biodiversity. Since the phasing 

out of farming (apart from aqua-culture), the various wildlife habitats 

(secondary forest, scrubland, mangrove, etc.) have become mature and 

more widespread, attracting and harbouring a greater and denser variety 

of wildlife, many species of which are rare and critically endangered and 

are even new records for Singapore. This is a call for the serious 

consideration of designating Ubin to be on a par with the existing Nature 

Reserves with the same protection that it deserves. NSS’ rationale for this 

as follows: 

 

A) Richness of Ubin’s Biodiversity  
 

(Most of the biodiversity information here is derived from the National 

Parks’ Ubin management.) 

 

An island lying on the north-east sector of the Johore Straits, Ubin has the 

largest intact portion of Singapore’s mangrove, covering 149ha with 97 

% of true mangrove plant species (34 species), and 800 ha of secondary 

forest, inclusive of abandoned rubber  estates and orchards that have 

developed into burgeoning habitats for wildlife. In general, it has an 

impressive diversity of wildlife habitats consisting of a mosaic of 

mangroves and tidal mudflats, secondary forests, scrubland, freshwater 

ponds, orchards and plantations, rocky shoreline, as well as marine 

habitats like seagrass beds, lowtide exposed sandbar and coral rubble 

area.  
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Here are some highlights of its biodiversity: 

 
i) Plants: It has 712 native plants species with 5 new records for 

Singapore and 236 species listed as Critically Endangered (CR), with 14 

species rediscovered. Three of the CR species are found only on Ubin and 

these are: Jamba  Neuwieldia veratrifolia, Robiqueta spathulata and 

Pterospermum diversifolium. 

 

ii) Mammals: It has 30 native mammal species and is an important 

conservation site for 7 species, including one new record, the Ashy 

Roundleaf Bat Hipposideros cineraceus (2014) and  one rediscovery for 

Singapore, the Greater Mousedeer Tragulus napu, which has only one 

other recorded site at the Central Catchment Nature Reserve. Ubin is the 

stronghold of this Mousedeer species, which was considered extinct at 

one time in Singapore but now appears to be doing well in Ubin 

compared to the population in the Central Catchment Nature Reserve, 

given the frequency of sighting reports. There are also two CR species 

found only on Ubin and Tekong and these are: the Small-clawed Otter 

Aonyx cinerea and the Megaderma spasma Lesser False Vampire. The 

CR Dugong dugon has been recorded mainly around the seas off the 

coast of  Ubin as well as off Tekong and Changi. 

 

iii) Birds: There are 215 recorded species, both native and migratory, 

constituting 57 % of that recorded for the whole of Singapore (376  

species). It is an important conservation site for over 20 bird species, 

including one new record for Singapore, the Brown Wood Owl  Strix 

leptogrammica (Lim, K. C. et al, 2011).  With the presence now of seven   

owls --- the Barred Eagle Bubo sumatranus , the Brown Wood Strix 

leptogrammica, the Buffy Fish Ketupa ketupu, the Brown Hawk Ninox 

scutulata, the Spotted Wood Strix seloputo,  the Collared Scops Otus 

lempiji and the Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia (first sighted here by  Yeo 

R., 2012) --- Ubin has become the stronghold for Owls! Ubin has also a 

large population of the following nationally threatened species listed in 

The Singapore Red Data Book (2008): the Oriental Pied Hornbill 

Anthracoceros albirostris, the Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus 

zeylanicus, the Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus and the Mangrove Pitta 

Pitta megarhyncha. 
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Brown Wood Owl (adult)                                         Brown Wood Owl (young) 

 

iv) Reptiles and Amphibians: There are 40 reptile and 7 amphibian 

species recorded. It is an important conservation site for 5 reptile species, 

among which are the Olive Tree Skink Dasia olivacea and the White-

bellied Blind Snake Typhlops muelleri. The former is recorded only from 

Ubin and the Central Nature Reserve, while recent records of the latter 

are only from Ubin. 

 

v) Butterflies:  There are 176 butterfly species recorded. It is an 

important conservation site for over  15 butterfly species, including 8 new 

records for Singapore. Several of these butterflies are found only in Ubin 

such as the Indian Nawab Polura jalysus, Common Jay Graphium doson 

evemonides, the Dwarf Crow Euploea tulliolus ledereri.   

 

B) Highlights of Ubin’s Biodiversity 

 

i) Only Found in Ubin:  
Plants:  

1. Jamba  Neuwieldia veratrifolia,  

2. Robiqueta spathulata 

3. Pterospermum diversifolium 

Birds: 
4. Brown Wood Owl  Strix leptogrammica 

Reptiles: 
5. White-bellied Blind Snake Typhlops muelleri 
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Butterflies:  

6. Indian Nawab Polura jalysus,  

7. Common Jay Graphium doson evemonides,  

8. Dwarf Crow Euploea tulliolus ledereri.   

ii) Found only in Ubin & Tekong 

Mammals: 
1. Small-clawed Otter Aonyx cinerea 

2. Lesser False Vampire Megaderma spasma  

Reptiles: 
3. Olive Tree Skink Dasia olivacea 

 

The indispensability of Ubin for the protection of Singapore’s 

biodiversity cannot be denied. 

   

 C) Ubin as an Important Stepping Stone  for Wildlife Dispersal 
 

Ubin has played an indispensable role for the dispersal of wildlife from 

the Malay Peninsula down to Singapore. It serves as a major stepping 

stone for these wildlife to hop across the Straits of Johore to the main 

island of Singapore, being only about one to three kilometres distant from 

the Johore shoreline at the estuary of the Johore River on the northern 

flank as well as from Coney Island and Changi Point on the southern 

flank.  

 

This dispersal from the Peninsula was most probably accelerated by the 

rampant development  going on there causing widespread destruction of 

natural forests. Displaced wildlife most probably moved down along the 

remaining patches and belt of forests along the east coast and along the 

remaining mangrove belt lining the Johore River. 

 

Some records of this dispersal from the Peninsula to Ubin as well as 

down to the Singapore main island are as follows: 

 

i) Indian Elephant Elephas maximus: At least one had crossed over to 

Ubin in 1991  (The Straits Times, 8 March), while in 1990 three others 

had landed on Pulau Tekong (Singapore Infopedia, June 1990). With the 

help of the Wildlife Department from Malaysia, these refugees or 

vagrants had all been repatriated back to Malaysia.   

 

ii) Wild Pig Sus scrofa: At one time regarded as extinct in Singapore, the 

Wild Pig has been making a significant comeback to Ubin and Tekong 

and to the main island. Their increasing sightings on the eastern part of 
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Singapore’s countryside (Punggol, Lower Seletar, Khatib Bongsu) are  

the result of their dispersal from Ubin and Tekong. 

 

iii) Smooth Otters Lutrogale perspicillata: Although not regarded as 

extinct at any time in Singapore, the sightings of the Smooth Otters have 

increased over the last few decades --- especially at Ubin and Sungei 

Buloh. The numbers on the western part of Singapore mainland (that is 

west of the Causeway) have been augmented by dispersal from the 

mangrove shoreline of south-western Johore  to the Western Catchment 

and Sungei Buloh, and on the eastern part by those mainly  coming down 

through Ubin from the mangrove-lined Johore River and estuary. 

 

iv) Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris: Prior to the 

nineties, all Hornbill species, including the Oriental Pied, that were 

recorded in Singapore were regarded as extinct. Sightings in Singapore of 

the Oriental Pied began to occur from the early nineties in Ubin with the 

earliest known record in March 1994 followed by a first breeding record 

in 1997 (Cremades & Ng, 2012). The population has been rapidly 

increasing on Ubin and also on the main island, thanks in part to the 

National Parks’ nest-box project to facilitate their increase. This species 

is adaptable to human proximity, doing well in disturbed forests and 

coming down all the way to the main island of Singapore from the 

remaining forested areas on the east coast of Johore by hopping over 

from Ubin. 

 

v) Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus was a rare species on 

Ubin and the main island for the past decades, but has increased in its 

population on Ubin over the last two decades. It is at one time common in 

its distribution range (Southern Myanmar, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, 

Sumatra, Java, Borneo), but because of poaching and habitat destruction 

it has been put on Appendix 2 of CITES and classified as ‘Vulnerable’ in 

the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. It is deemed probably extinct 

in Myanmar,  Thailand and Java (Collar et al, 2001). A study done in 

2001 shows at least 32 breeding pairs on the island (Ho, 2001) and the 

breeding population should have increased significantly more than a 

decade later with the expanding wildness of the island. Ubin, an island of 

a thousand hectares,  could now be regarded globally as an important 

stronghold for this threatened species. It is now also widespread on the 

main island with Ubin as an important stepping stone for the proliferation 

of the species on the main island.  
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vi) Barred Eagle Owl Bubo sumatranus and the Brown Wood Owl 

Strix leptogrammica: These are two latest bird records for Singapore 

birdlife. They are big owl species and they were all first recorded on Ubin 

in the last decade. The Barred Eagle Owl was first reported in 2009 

(Singapore Avifauna Vol. 23 No. 1), followed in 2013 by a report of it 

in the MacRitchie Forest 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Z0JaV6MD0M&feature=youtu.be ) 

This shows that Ubin could probably be a channel for its dispersal to the 

main island. From our records, the Brown Wood Owl was first recorded 

in 2007, after which there was a nesting report in 2010 (Lim, K. C. et al, 

2011), which shows that this species is trying to establish itself in Ubin as 

breeding ground but to date we are uncertain as to whether it is 

successful. 

 

Given that enormous efforts have been initiated to restore our existing 

forested Nature Reserves, to protect our remaining large mangroves like 

Sungei Buloh and to enhance our Public Parks to achieve a more varied 

array of biodiversity, the supreme role of Ubin as wildlife stepping stone 

as source conduit for revival, regeneration and enhancement  of our 

biodiversity must be carefully nurtured and protected.  

 

D)  Recommendations for Enhancement of Wildlife Habitats   

 
 Refer to Map 1 attached for locations of places, roads, rivers and lakes 

named in this section. 

 

i) Rubber Estates & Durian Orchards: The abandoned rubber and 

durian estates should be allowed to develop on the basis of existing 

knowledge into wild forests to provide extra habitat for wildlife. 

Woodpeckers, Bulbuls, Junglefowls, the Oriental Pied Hornbills, the 

Greater Mousedeers, etc., have ventured into these areas for cover and 

foraging as the wild undergrowth have become denser and widespread.  

 

ii) Problem of Coastal Erosion: There is manifestation of acute coastal 

erosion along the northern shoreline with the result that the Noordin 

Beach has to be cordoned off from recreational uses. This erosion is 

correlated to the increased use of the northern Ubin channel  by ships 

plying to and from the Malaysian port of Pasir Gudang. It is urgent that 

containment measures like appropriate break-walls be constructed to 

calm the waves that are eating into the mangrove and beaches, like what 

had been done for Sungei Buloh Wetland Nature Reserve. 
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iii) Sungei Besar’s & Other Unutilised Aqua-culture Ponds should be 

allowed to developed into mangrove wetlands and tidal mudlflats.  Here 

it is specifically  proposed that the large unutilised cluster of aqua-

culture ponds on the northern sector of the Sungei Besar be allowed to 

regenerate back to the original mangrove habitat. (Refer to Map 2 for 

location of these ponds). The creation of this large cluster of aqua-culture 

ponds along Sungei Besar had caused a big gap in the original continuity 

of the  mangrove along the central northern shoreline. The restoration of 

the mangrove habitat here --- at least at the northern un-utilised cluster --- 

will enable a green corridor for mangrove wildlife to form from the east 

to the west along this very extensive wetland belt. Apart from this, the 

restoration of the mangrove habitat here will provide a green bulwark 

against any future erosion from the northern coast along Sungei Besar.   

Here, it is also proposed that canoeing into Sungei Besar be controlled in 

terms of numbers and frequency and not allowed on a free and easy basis, 

as this is an important habitat for mangrove wildlife such as the Smooth 

Otters, Mangrove Whistler, etc. 

 

iv) Pulau Ketam: There was a Grey Heron colony on the eastern part of 

the island but this nesting site had been abandoned --- probably due to the 

boat and chalet activity coming from the now-defunct NTUC resort on 

the Ubin’s shoreline directly opposite. This mangrove-covered island  

remains a gathering venue for the Grey Herons, which use it for resting 

and foraging. It is recommended that the aqua-culture ponds at the south-

eastern portion, which is now un-utilised, be allowed to revert back a 

mangrove habitat. Also,  to prevent disturbance, canoeists should not be 

allowed to get too close to the island both on the landward and seaward 

flank. There should be no landing on the island. Signages should be put to 

indicate these.  

 

v) Pekan Quarry & Balai Quarry Pond: There was a nesting colony of 

the Grey Heron at the Pekan Quarry Lake, established by an off-shoot 

from the colony along Sungei Tampines at Pasir Ris Park. But nesting is 

now no longer in evidence, although large gathering of the Herons for 

roosting still occur. The Herons may nest again. Rock-climbing should be 

disallowed here, although an eco-sensitive  and unobtrusive viewing 

platform or gallery can be set up on the edge of the cliff-face at the 

existing Viewpoint. The Grey Heron is a nationally vulnerable species  

and a nesting colony is rare.  

 

There are sightings of at least a pair of Little Grebe at the Balai  Quarry 

Lake. The Little  Grebe is a nationally rare and critically endangered bird 

species, and it would be a great boost to the species’ survival in 



 10 

Singapore if it can establish itself here for nesting/breeding. The only 

other site where the species is seen  regularly is at Lorong Halus, where 

there are also regular nesting/breeding records. Here again, disturbing 

activities like rock-climbing be disallowed. Eco-sensitive and unobtrusive 

viewing platform  or gallery can be allowed at the existing Viewpoint. 

The Grebes here may use the Lake as a nesting/breeding site eventually if 

they feel at home here and can be assured of security.  

 

 
 Grey Herons at Pekan Quarry Lake 

 

vi) Grassland Habitat: There is an extensive patch of grassland at the 

southern part of the Ketam Quarry and it is important that this area be 

maintained as an open grassy landscape to provide the habitat and  

wildlife diversity that makes Ubin such an interesting and attractive 

island. Extensive wild grasslands are getting rare on the main island 

because of the demands of development. It should not be just the forest, 

the orchard, the mangrove and the inter-tidal areas that should be 

preserved. Grasslands harbour wildlife that are adapted to that habitat and 

will not find other habitats congenial to them, as in the case of the Lesser 

Coucal, the various species of Munias, Baya Weaver, King Quail, Barred 

Buttonquail --- to name some species from the  birdlife. The  Red-wattled 

Lapwing, a nationally endangered species, has been recorded in this part 

of Ubin, some of the sightings are of large groups (info. from National 

Parks). This species is attracted to patches of short grassland.  It is 



 11 

proposed that certain parts of the grassland be trimmed regularly to 

varying heights to maintain a diversity of grassy terrain texture that will 

cater to a diversity of grassland wildlife --- instead of allowing the whole 

area to develop into a homogeneously lush grassland or scrubland.  

 

 
 Grassland at Ketam Quarry Lake 

 

III) Recommendations for Enhancement of the Cultural & Outdoor 

Recreational Aspect  
 

It is highly praiseworthy of the government to shelve the plans for an 

MRT line to cross over from the main island to Ubin and further into 

Tekong, as well as to shelve the plans for creating housing and industrial 

estates. This is very much in harmony with the surging demand by the 

people to leave the island as it is --- free from the developments rampant 

on the main island and which have overwhelmed the recreational island 

of Sentosa. Some people are attracted to Ubin’s rural or kampong 

atmosphere; some to its rugged and increasingly forested or wild terrain 

that is conducive to outdoor adventure; some to its fascinating and rich 

wildlife. This can be attributed to its relative remoteness enhanced 

(perhaps psychologically ) by the need to take a bum-boat ride to reach it, 

albeit for only 15 or so minutes. 
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As Ubin has become more and more well-known since the rumbling days 

days of the Chek Jawa conservation tussle, more and more people are  

flocking to island for visits and recreation. It is pertinent that the 

government has now focused its attention on how to enhance the outdoor 

recreational, cultural and wildlife attraction without ruining its existing 

appeal to the people as something unique to Singapore as it matures into a   

modern, cosmopolitan global city. It is the last of the old Singapore 

countryside that remains largely intact from all the modernizing 

development that have come to pass on the main island.  

 

National Parks have certainly done an excellent job so far in managing 

the island to maintain as well as to enhance both its ecological and 

recreational values without eroding its rustic charm and wildlife richness, 

as can be seen at Chek Jawa and the freshwater aqua-culture ponds near 

the Village off Jalan Ubin. The ecological/biodiversity information of the 

island is readily available and highly visible as can be seen at the 

Information Kiosk and at all the existing resting huts distributed all over 

the island.  The photos and text provided on the posters are attractively 

done and interesting. To support and contribute further to the National 

Parks’ task of retaining and enhancing the rural charm and ambience of 

Ubin that have fascinated Singaporeans over the decades, the Nature 

Society here recommends the following:  

 

i) Mountain Biking: This a popular  outdoor recreation at Ubin. It should 

be restricted to designated routes through less ecologically sensitive areas 

instead of allowing a free-and-easy ride through any part of Ubin. 

Mountain bikers have so far gravitated to Ketam Mountain Bike Park at 

the mid-western sector of Ubin where the ground is pretty rough.  This is 

fine but as the hobby becomes more popular and the area there gets very 

crowded, attention should be focussed on other areas that can be allowed 

for this type of recreation. It is good to see that National Parks  have put it 

off-limit for bicycling up the track to Bukit Puaka, the highest point on 

Ubin, which is an excellent vantage point for visitors and hikers to have a 

wide and scenic view of Ubin around that area. Moving bikes    are a 

hazard to pedestrians moving along this narrow winding hill-path.  

 

ii) Capping the Number of Vehicular Traffic: As more and more 

visitors flock  into Ubin, there will definitely be a greater demand for 

taxis and vans, which at this stage is already large and stressful for those 

exploring Ubin on foot or bicycles. Are we going to expand the number 

of taxis and vans? If we do, then what about the roads, which are narrow 

and winding? To accommodate the increased vehicles, they will have to 

be enlarged or new roads and most probably traffic lights will have to be 
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implemented and this will be the end of the so-called ‘old-world charm of 

Ubin’.  Visitors should be encouraged to walk or cycle  about but for 

those who are unable to do so (like the aged, the handicapped, the 

infants),  the introduction of electric-powered carts and similar small, 

silent, non-polluting vehicles is timely. We understand that taxis and vans 

allow the residents to earn a livelihood and to have a stake on the island.  

This is not a call to ban all motorized vehicles, but a proposal to review 

seriously the motorised traffic situation and to assess whether there is a 

need now or in the immediate future to cap the number of taxis and vans 

in operation to safeguard Ubin’s ecological assets and rural charm, as 

well as safety on the roads for visitors.   

 

iii) Access Circuit to Chek Jawa: National Parks have imposed an 

access-&-exit circuit to Chek Jawa with signages  (like ‘No Entry’) up at 

the relevant junctions to direct the traffic flow. It is not clear as to 

whether these traffic-flow signages apply to all --- motor-vehicles, 

cyclists and pedestrians alike.  If cyclists and hikers are also now directed 

to get to Chek Jawa only via Jalan Durian all the way to Punai Hut and to 

get out only via the track between Punai Hut and Beberek Hut, it will be  

very rough and tough for the less able and family groups with children 

accompanying them whether walking or on bikes. The long track between 

Punai and Beberek has steep gradients uphill or downhill  and things will 

be worst on week-ends when the taxis are in full swing on this track. It is 

proposed that the Jalan  Durian route, if currently arranged to be one-

way, be allowed to revert back to a two-way traffic, so that the less able 

and family groups with children or elderly accompanying them have the 

choice of avoiding the tougher track to exit from Chek Jawa. Motorised 

vehicles should be completely banned from this two-way route, while the 

arrangement for the Punai-Beberek track, restricting it for only outgoing 

flow for all, be kept.   

 

iv) New Structures & Buildings:  There may be a need to build viewing 

platforms/huts, rain-shelters, chalets, etc. In keeping with the old-world 

charm or kampong feel of the island, any architectural styles that are 

modern (like slick structures with a lot of artificial material like glasses) 

should be avoided. As far as possible, they should harmonise with the 

rural surrounding (like the existing wooden buildings with zinc roofs) 

with use of natural or what looks like natural materials.  

 
v) Mass Activities: These like marathons, cycling and canoeing races 

(except at the sea around the coasts), concerts like music festivals, etc. 

should be completely disallowed on the island. Traditional get-together 

and festivities (like Chinese wayang during the ghost month), art shows 
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and exhibitions, flea-markets, etc., can be allowed but should be 

restricted to the village.  

 

vi) Nature Walks: Regular nature walks conducted by volunteers should 

be catered for first-time visitors or novices and this can be confined to a 

regular route around the Village area. This regular walks should be  

advertised by National Parks at a prominent notice-board, which should 

also include other notices of the activities within the week or month to be 

held on the island --- to be placed preferably at the end point of the Jetty.  

 

A nature-walk route that the Nature Society will recommend to be 

officially designated as excellent for visitors as an introduction to the 

wildlife of the island, in particular birds and butterflies, is as follows:  

From the Jetty turn right to the Sensory Trail (behind the Coast Guard 

Station) all the way to Sungei Ubin; cross the bund here to follow the 

Trail leading to Jalan Ubin; turn right at Jalan Ubin to the junction before 

the former Headman’s house; turn left into Jalan Batu Ubin; pass Jalan 

Noordin on the right and on reaching Jalan Jelutong, turn left to head 

back to the Village. Along this route, all the typical birdlife of Ubin 

(Oriental Pied Hornbill, Straw-headed Bulbul, Red Junglefowl, Copper-

throated Sunbird, etc.) and many butterflies can be sampled. Those who 

are more enthusiastic can venture further on their own, where at the Jalan 

Noordin junction they turn right to the north all the way to Noordin 

Beach/Campsite at the northern coast or at the Jalan Jelutong junction, 

they can turn right and west all the way to the boundary of the Outward 

Bound School.  

 

There are old fish ponds not too far from the Village that are now filled 

with lotus and lily plants, and are attractive to many species of 

dragonflies. This should be integrated into the Nature Walk. Perhaps a 

simple walkway can be tastefully built across and around these ponds so 

as to better appreciate the dragonflies and other aquatic life forms. We 

could also leave it rustic as it is, but we will probably then never know 

what interesting species this place has or may attract. 
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 Marshy Pond off Jalan Ubin 

 

vii) On  Introducing Wildlife for Excitement: There is no need to do 

this --- as the existing  flora and fauna are pretty rich and fascinating and 

most of them easily visible, more so with experienced guides. Thus there 

is no need to introduce so-called tame/harmless wildlife into the island 

along prominent and much-used  routes (like in an open and free-ranging 

zoo)  for visitors to likely bump into them and get excited over Ubin --- 

as suggested by a well-known zoo expert recently. 

 

viii) Boardwalk on the Fence at the Northern Coast: There has been a 

suggestion  by some stakeholders to create a recreational boardwalk 

along and using the Coast Guard Fence running parallel to the northern 

coast from Chek Jawa to Tanjong Tajam. This is an interesting idea for 

extending the recreational walking routes and easing off the congestion 

on the land routes. Some birds (eagles, herons, egrets, kingfishers, etc.,   

have used the fence for perching and resting and as vantage points for 

fishing, but perching posts away from the boardwalk can be erected 

further out to sea as alternatives. Smooth Otters that forage for food along 

the northern estuaries and mangrove shoreline are not likely to be put off 

by the presence of visitors along the boardwalk, as they have been 

regularly seen at Chek Jawa, Changi and the Pungol Waterway, where 

there are boardwalks. This boardwalk should go all the way along the 

northern coastline at the western sector, which coincides with the 
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Outward Bound School’s (OBS) northern shoreline. Since the OBS 

territory is not accessible to the public, this may compensate visitors who 

are eager to catch a close look at the OBS’ natural scenery and landscape 

as well as to view the wildlife that may be seen from this boardwalk 

without intruding into OBS’ territory. This idea of course is only possible 

if the Coast Guard  have no objection from a security viewpoint.  

 

IV) Concluding Remarks 
 

In conclusion, the concentration of endangered and rare wildlife on Ubin 

is indeed amazing! Among the taxa reviewed, what is most astounding is 

that there are new records as well species that are only found on Ubin, or 

only on Ubin and Tekong, and nowhere else in Singapore. Although parts 

of Ubin are managed like a Nature Park, Ubin is  still under the 

designation of a ‘Nature Area’ in the Singapore Green Plan, which entails 

that any part of Ubin can be subjected to development if there is a need 

for it. Moreover, as more and more people visit Ubin, the current lack of 

clear demarcation between recreational zones and important nature areas 

will adversely impact upon its natural habitats and wildlife and is 

especially precarious for the rich biodiversity and the many rare and 

endangered species that are found here. This predicament is further 

exacerbated by the fact that various portions of Ubin are under the 

jurisdiction of or authorised usage by various organisations like the 

Outward Bound School (OBS), National Police Cadet Corp (NPCC), 

Agri-Food and-Veterinary Authority (AVA), etc.  We urge here that there 

should be a serious review by an independent committee of experts and 

stakeholders concerning Ubin’s land-use status as a whole, with the 

objective of elevating its nature conservation designation. We also  

recommend that areas that are important and rich in biodiversity, 

inclusive of the OBS territory, be integrated into one whole with one 

ecologically-oriented management and elevated into a Nature Reserve to 

be managed for that primary objective by National Parks (Nparks) --- 

which will put it on a par with the other four existing Nature Reserves. 

Towards this end, whether it rightfully deserves a nature reserve status or 

something higher than its current designation, and if there is such an 

agreement to a higher status, what portions of Ubin to include and what 

to exclude into such a new entity, the formation of a committee set up for 

this purpose, as mentioned above, will be pertinent.    
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